
ELECTORAL REVIEW WORKING PARTY

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON FRIDAY, 16 DECEMBER 2016

Present: Councillors Peter Connolly, in the Chair; Yvonne Clarkson, Neil Ferguson, Ian Hill, 
Bob Kelly and Jean Lewthwaite.

Officers: Tim Capper, Community Governance Projects Officer and Clive Willoughby (Member 
Services Technical Support Officer & Interim Scrutiny Officer)

ER11 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor John Burns.

ER12 Declarations of Interest 

There were no Declarations of Interests made.

ER13 Minutes of the Meeting held on 28 October 2016 

RESOLVED - That the minutes of the meeting held on 28 October 2016 be signed by the 
Chair as a correct record.

ER14 Community Governance Review - Egremont 

Members received an update on the first stage of the Community Governance Review of 
Egremont Parish from the Community Governance Projects Officer.

A consultation on the Egremont review ran from 24 October 2016 to 5 December 2016 during 
which time details were placed on the Copeland Borough Council’s website, an article was 
published in the Whitehaven News, a drop-in session was held at Egremont Market Hall and 
letter/email consultation held with Egremont Town and Cumbria County Councillors.

No responses to the consultation were received.  

Following discussion, it was 

RESOLVED – that
a) It be noted that there were no responses to the Egremont review consultation,
b) The initial proposals as set out in para 4 of the agenda report be confirmed as the final 

proposals for publication,
c) The draft Community Reorganisation Order be forwarded to the 4 April 2017 meeting 

of Council for approval. 

ER15 Community Governance Review - Beckermet with Thornhill 

The Community Governance Projects Officer introduced a report to Members for a review of 
the number of Councillors on the Beckermet with Thornhill Parish Council. The proposal being 
to reduce the number of Councillors from 14 to 12. 

The Terms of Reference, initial proposals for the review and arrangements for consultation 
were then discussed, with the proposed consultation period be 
19 December 2016 to 6 February 2017.



During the discussion that followed, Members suggested that a proposed drop-in session in 
the parish should not take place and requested the Community Governance Projects Officer 
liaise with the Parish Clerk to ensure the parish has no objection to this suggestion.

RESOLVED – that
a) the Terms of Reference for the Beckermet with Thornhill Parish Council Review as set 

out in Appendix A of the report be agreed,
b) the Initial Proposals as set out in Appendix B of the report be agreed, and
c) the Consultation Proposals and the Consultation Period as set out in Paragraph 4 of 

the report be agreed.

ER16 Community Governance Review - Parton 

The Community Governance Projects Officer introduced a report to Members for a review of 
the number of Councillors on the Parton Parish Council. 
The proposal being to reduce the number of Councillors from 13 to 11. 

The Terms of Reference, initial proposals for the review and arrangements for consultation 
were then discussed, with the proposed consultation period be 
19 December 2016 to 6 February 2017.

During the discussion that followed, Members suggested that a proposed drop-in session in 
the parish should not take place and requested the Community Governance Projects Officer 
liaise with the Parish Clerk to ensure the parish has no objection to this suggestion.

RESOLVED – that
a) the Terms of Reference for the Parton Parish Council Review as set out in Appendix A 

of the report be agreed,
b) the Initial Proposals as set out in Appendix B of the report be agreed, and
c) the Consultation Proposals and the Consultation Period as set out in Paragraph 4 of 

the report be agreed.

ER17 Community Governance Review - Seascale 

The Community Governance Projects Officer introduced a report to Members for a review of 
the number of Councillors on the Seascale Parish Council. The proposal being to reduce the 
number of Councillors from 12 to 8. 

The Terms of Reference, initial proposals for the review and arrangements for consultation 
were then discussed, with the proposed consultation period be 
19 December 2016 to 6 February 2017.

During the discussion that followed, Members suggested that a proposed drop-in session in 
the parish should not take place and requested the Community Governance Projects Officer 
liaise with the Parish Clerk to ensure the parish has no objection to this suggestion.

RESOLVED – that
a) the Terms of Reference for the Seascale Parish Council Review as set out in Appendix 

A of the report be agreed,
b) the Initial Proposals as set out in Appendix B of the report be agreed, and
c) the Consultation Proposals and the Consultation Period as set out in Paragraph 4 of 

the report be agreed.



ER18 Date and Time of Next Meeting 

The next meeting of the Electoral Review Working Party will be held on Wednesday 
22 February 2017 at 10.00pm, venue to be advised.

The Meeting closed at 10.25 am 

Chair


